DEC. 3]                    ST FRANCIS XAVIER, C.

passions and punish himself for the vanity he had formerly taken in leaping
(for he was very active and had been fond of such corporal exercises), in
the fervency of his soul had tied his arms and thighs with little cords
which, by his travelling, swelled his thighs and sunk so deep into the
flesh as to be hardly visible. The saint bore the pain with incredible
patience till he fainted on the road; and not being able^to go any further
was obliged to discover the reason. His companions carried him to the
next town, where the surgeon declared that no incision could be safely
made deep enough, and that the evil was incurable. In this melancholy
situation, Faber, Laynex, and the rest spent that night in prayer; and the
next morning Xavier found the cords broken out of the flesh. The holy
company joined in actions of thanksgiving to the Almighty, and cheerfully
pursued their journey in which Xavier served the rest on all occasions>
being always beforehand with them in the duties of charity. They arrived
at Venice on the 8th of January 1537, and were much comforted to meet
there St Ignatius, by whose direction they divided themselves to serve the
poor in two hospitals in that city, whilst they waited for an opportunity to
embark for Palestine.

Xavier, who was placed in the hospital of the incurables, employed the
day in dressing the sores of the sick, in making their beds, and serving
them in meaner offices, and passed whole nights in watching by them.
It was his delight chiefly to attend those who were sick of contagious
distempers or infected with loathsome ulcers* Two months had passed
away in these exercises of charity, when St Ignatius, who stayed behind
alone at Venice, sent his companions to Rome to ask the blessing of his
holiness Paul III for their intended voyage. The pope granted those
among them who were not in holy orders, a licence to receive them at
the hands of any Catholic bishop. Upon their return to Venice, Xavier
was ordained priest upon St John Baptist's day, in 1537, and they all
made vows of chastity and poverty before the pope's nuncio. Xavier
retired to a village about four miles from Padua where, to prepare himself
for saying his first mass, he spent forty days in a poor, ruined, abandoned
cottage, exposed to all the injuries of the weather, lay on the ground, fasted
rigorously, and subsisted on what scraps of bread he begged from door to
door. St Ignatius having caused all his company to resort to Vicenza,
Xavier, after this retreat, repaired thither and said there his first mass with
tears flowing in such abundance that his audience could not refrain from
mixing their own with his. By order of St Ignatius he applied himself
to the exercises of charity and devotion at Bologna, to the great edification
of that city. The house in which he there dwelt as a poor man was
afterwards given to the society and converted into an oratory of great
devotion.

In Lent, in 1538, our saint was called by St Ignatius to Rome,